CONSCIENCE   AGAINST   VIOLENCE

adversary was able to procure from the judge a ruling
that he (the adversary) alone was entitled to speak, whilst
you yourself were forbidden to utter a word, would you
not instantly have protested against this injustice? Why
do you do to others what you would not wish them to
do unto you? We are engaged in a dispute about faith.
Why, then, do you wish to close our mouths? Are you
so firmly convinced of the weakness of your case? Are
you so much afraid that the decision will go against you,
and that you will forfeit your position as dictator?"

For a moment Castellio interrupts his plea in order
to call a witness. A famous theologian will testify, as
against the preacher Jehan Calvin, that the laws of God
prohibit the use of force by the civil authorities to control
exclusively spiritual offences. The great scholar, the
famous theologian, who is now summoned to testify is
Calvin himself, who, in this matter, enters the witness-
box most unwillingly. "Inasmuch as Calvin finds that
confusion prevails, he hastens to accuse others, lest he
himself shall be suspected. Yet it is plain that one thing
only has brought about the aforesaid confusion, namely,
his attitude as a persecutor. The judgment which, at his
instigation, was passed on Servetus, aroused consterna-
tion and anger, not only in Geneva, but throughout the
western world. Now he is trying to shift on to others'
shoulders the blame for what he himself has done. But
he sang another song when he himself was one of those
who suffered persecution. At that time he wrote many
pages inveighing against such persecutions. Lest any of
my readers should doubt me, I will transcribe a passage
from Calvin's Institution

The Calvin of 1554 would probably have sent to the
stake the Calvin who wrote the words which Castellio
goes on to quote. For in the Institutio he had written:
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